ST\T21.IEOT  OP  THE  FOHEION  OFFICE  SPOKESMAN  CONCERNING 
THE  SETTLEMENT  OP  THE  QUESTION  PERTAINING  TO  THE 
BRITISH  AND  FRENCH  CONCESSIONS  IN  TIENTSIN 


With  regard  to  the  question  relative  to  the  British  Con¬ 
cession  In  Tientsin  negotiations  were  continued  following  the 
conclusion  of  the  agreement  on  principles  between  the  Foreign 
Minister,  Mr.  Hachiro  Arlta,  and  the  British  Ambassador,  Sir 
Robert  L.  Craigie,  In  July  of  last  year.  Although  nvimorous 
obstacles  were  encoimtersd,  these  negotiations  finally  resulted 
In  an  agreement  of  views  betv/een  Japan  and  Great  Britain,  and  the 
necessary  procedures  for  the  confirmation  of  the  said  agreement 
were  completed  yesterday,  June  I9,  between  Foreign  Minister  Arlta 
and  Ambassador  Craigie.  Moreover,  as  the  result  of  conversations 
with  the  Fronch  Ambassador,  Mr,  Charles  Arsene-Henry,  an  under¬ 
standing  on  principles  similar  to  that  between  Japan  and  Great 
Britain  was  reached  between  Japan  and  France  and  at  the  same  time 
an  agreement  was  also  effected  betv/een  them  concerning  the  ques¬ 
tions  relating  to  the  maintenance  of  peace  and  ordor,  and  to 
sliver  and  currency. 

It  is  our  firm  belief  that,  as  the  result  of  the  under¬ 
standings  just  reached  the  British  and  Prsnch  Concessions  will 
cease  virtually  to  be  abused  for  the  machinations  of  anti- Japanese 
elements  by  virtue  of  cooperation  of  the  concession  autiaoritles 
with  Japanese  authorities  toward  the  maintenance  of  peace  and 
order  in  the  British  and  French  Concessions.  As  regards  the 
result  of  settlement  of  the  silver  and  currency  questions,  al- 
thovigh  It  can  not  be  considered  wholly  satisfactory,  it  will 
contribute  not  only  toward  the  relief  work  among  the  Chinese  in 
North  China  but  also  toward  the  economic  stability  of  the  Tientsin 
district. 


The  settlement  at  this  time  of  the  Tientsin  question  may 
do  no  more  than  create  an  Impression  that  what  ought  to  have  been 
done.  The  fact  cannot  be  overlooked  however,  that  this  question 
has  beeh  an  impediment  to  a  settlement  of  the  questions  of  a 
broader  and  more  urgent  character.  There  are  many  matters  In 
which  Japan  wants  the  cooperation  of  Great  Britain  and  France  in 
order  to  fulfill  her  national  aspirations  regarding  East  Asia.  ■ 
We  expect  that  the  attitudes  of  Groat  Britain  and  Franco  as  mani¬ 
fested  In  connection  with  solution  of  Tientsin  question  will  be 
more  emphatically  reflected  In  connection  with  the  various  other, 
problems • 
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Stiteinant  of  Source  ind  \uthontlcity 


I,  HAY'VSHI  Kaoru,  Chief  of  the  :\rchlvos  Section 


Japanese  ForeiPjn  Office,  hereby  certify  that  the  document 
hereto  attached  in  English  consisting  of  four  pages  and  en¬ 
titled  "Statement  of  the  Foreign  Office  Spokesman  Concerning 
the  Settlement  of  the  Question  Fortainlng  to  the  British  and' 

French  Concessions  in  Tientsin,  Juno  20,  l^IjO",  is  an  exact  and 
/ 

true'  copy  of  an  official  document  of  the  Japanese  Foreign  Office 
Certified  at  Tokyo, 
on  this  15th  day  of  April,  19^7 


K.  ^layashi  • 

Signature  of  Official 


Witness 


K,  lft*abe 
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